
 

 בס"ד

BITACHON LESSON FROM THE PARSHA 
ח  פרשת   ת נ ֹ֔ וֹלְד ֹ֣ ה תּֽ לֶּ זתשפ" א ֵ֚  –  No Excuses! 

  

Good Shabbos! 
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 ּֽ ב  ת  וֹ ב  תּ֖ ר אִּ ֶׁ֥ אֲשֶּ ּֽ ח  ו  ךְ נ ֹ֛ ר א  אֶּ ָּׁ֧ ש  יִּ הו   
Only Noach and those with him in the Teivah survived. (Bereishis 7:23) 
 
Rashi cites the Midrash Tanchuma  

דְר   ר וּמִּ ח  אִּ ים שֶּ רִּ יוֹת. וְי ש אוֹמ  ח  מוֹת וְה  בְה  ח ה  ט ר  ם מִּ ה ד  ח  וְכוֹהֶּ ה גוֹנ  ד  ג  ש א 
ם ל  ץ יְשֻׁ רֶּ א  יק ב  דִּ ן צ  ר )משלי יא( ה  אֱמ  יו נֶּ ל  ישוֹ וְע  כִּ י וְהִּ אֲרִּ  מְזוֹנוֹת ל 
He was groaning and spitting blood because of the burden of caring 
for the animals, and some say that he delayed feeding the lion, and it 
struck him, and concerning him  the Posuk states “Behold a Tzadik is 
punished in this world”. 

 
Chazal are clearly telling us that Noach was punished for his 
tardiness in feeding the lion. It is difficult to comprehend 
why. Noach’s time on the Teivah was anything but a relaxing 
boat ride; it was the most arduous endeavor imaginable. 
 
Let’s try to picture what was going on for a year straight on 
the Teivah. Thousands of animals, of every variety, were 
aboard. Tons and tons of all types of food provisions and 
plants had to be organized, managed and distributed to every 
specific animal, at specific times.  
 
The Midrash Rabbah (Bereishis 31:14) teaches: 
ים, חֲצוּבוֹת  ילִּ מּוֹ זְמוֹרוֹת לְפִּ יס עִּ כְנִּ ח לְךָ וגו' ...הִּ ה ק  ת  וְא 
יעוֹת,  נְטִּ מּוֹ זְמוֹרוֹת לִּ יס עִּ כְנִּ יוֹת.... הִּ עֲמִּ ית לְנ  ים, זְכוּכִּ אִּ צְב  לִּ
ים יתִּ ית לְז  ים, גְרוֹפִּ נִּ תְא  ים לִּ חוּרִּ . יִּ  

He took in with him branches for feeding the elephants, 
wild onions for the gazelles, glass for the ostriches. .. He 
took in with him vine branches for planting vines after 
the Mabul, fig branches for planting fig trees, olive 
branches for planting olive trees.  
 

The Midrash Tanchuma (Noach 9) teaches: 
בִּ  ר ר  מ  נ ה ל א נ ח  א  ם ש  ע  ם ט  ע  ש ל א ט  ר ח דֶּ ש  ן שְנ ים ע  ל אוֹת  י כ  וִּ י ל 

עוֹפוֹת.  ת ה  י ה וְאֶּ ח  ת ה  ה וְאֶּ מ  בְה  ת ה  זוּן אֶּ ין ל  יוּ זְקוּקִּ ה  יו שֶּ נ  וְל א ב 
ה, וְי ש אוֹכֶּ  יְל  ל  עוֹת ב  י ש  שְת  ת לִּ לֶּ אוֹכֶּ ה שֶּ מ  ר...י ש בְה  א אוֹמ  יב  י עֲקִּ בִּ שְלֹש  ר  ת לִּ לֶּ  

Neither Noach nor his sons were able to sleep during the entire 
twelve months because they were obliged to feed the animals, the 
beasts, and the birds. Rebbi Akiva stated …some of the animals had 
to be fed at the second hour in the night and others at the third hour 
of the night. 
 

Hardly a vacation or a picnic! 
 
The Gemara (Sanhedrin 108b) relates: 
אמר רב חנא בר ביזנא אמר ליה אליעזר לשם רבא כתיב למשפחותיהם יצאו 
מן התיבה אתון היכן הויתון א"ל צער גדול היה לנו בתיבה בריה שדרכה 
להאכילה ביום האכלנוה ביום שדרכה להאכילה בלילה האכלנוה בלילה האי 

פאלי רמונא נפל זקיתא לא הוה ידע אבא מה אכלה יומא חד הוה יתיב וקא 
התולעתא מינה אכלה מיכן ואילך הוה גביל לה חיזרא כי מתלע אכל  

Eliezer [the servant of Avraham Avinu - Rashi] said to Shem the son of 
Noach: …Where were you and what did you do to care for the 
animals while they were in the Teivah? Shem responded: We 
experienced great suffering in the Teivah caring for the animals. 
Animals that typically eat during the day, we fed  during the day, 
ones that  typically eat at night, we fed  at night. With regard to the 
chameleon, my father did not know what it eats. One day, he was 
sitting and peeling a pomegranate. A worm fell from it and the 
chameleon ate it. From that point forward my father would knead 
bran with water, and when it became overrun with worms, the 
chameleon would eat it. 

It was an intense year!  
Noach worked extremely hard and tried his very best to cater 
to every animal’s unique needs. He definitely earned  his title 
as a bona fide “Tzadik”. Could he really be blamed for being 
late with the lion’s supper, one time?! How can we 
understand his being culpable for this one occasion of 
tardiness? Taking everything he was dealing with into 
consideration, shouldn’t he have been rewarded for the 
hundreds of other times that he delivered the lion’s meals 
right on time, with super-human strength and dependability 
despite his impossible workload? 
 
Chazal are teaching us an incredibly important and valuable 
lesson here: Not all times are equal. 
 
In “normal” times when the routine of life hums along 
seamlessly, it isn’t demanded of a person to live beyond his 
capabilities. But when there’s a Mabul raging in the world, all 
the “normal” rules are suspended. When the world is in 
survival mode, one’s capabilities are not adequate; Hashem 
demands of him to go beyond his “normal” capabilities. 

When there’s a Mabul, one must reach deep into 
himself and find capabilities that he never knew 
he had, and use them! 
 
Often, when it comes to matters of Avodas 
Hashem in general, and to  Emunah and Bitachon 
in particular, we hear people say things like “ I’m 
not on that level” , “I’m not holding there” , “ I 
don’t have what it takes” , or “ I am not capable 
of living that way” .  Those excuses – and that is 
precisely what they are – can perhaps work 

when the world is spinning on “normal”. However, when 
there’s a Mabul raging, it’s a whole different story. 
 
The environment of the 21

st
 century world that we are 

currently in is nothing short of a spiritual Mabul. The raging 
waters of secularism, materialism and G-dlessness  are 
everywhere. The decadent ideas and practices of the Sitra 
Achra have infiltrated every corner of the globe, and even 
penetrated our holy camps. The only protection we have 
from the howling winds of אפיקורסות and the blizzards of  כחי
 ,is in the Teivah of Hashem – our Shuls, Yeshivos ועוצם ידי
Batei Midrash, and (hopefully) our properly guarded homes. 
 
In such an environment, being satisfied with our “normal” 
capabilities is not adequate. We must seek and find super-
human strength to live with Emunah and Bitachon, and on 
levels that we didn’t think were possible. We must live as if 
our very lives depended on our firm Emunah and Bitachon – 
because they do! The Mabul is raging. If we want to survive, 
there is no room for excuses – even good ones. That is the 
lesson that the lion taught Noach, and that is the lesson we 

all must learn. 

יק  הֵן צַדִּ

רֶץ  אָּ בָּ

ם לָּ  יְשֻׁ
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