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BITACHON LESSON FROM THE PARSHA
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Count the heads of the entire congregation of Bnei Yisroel
(Bamidbar 1:2)

The Midrash (Bamidbar Rabbah 1:11) teaches:
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[When it says to count the Bnei Yisroel, the Torah uses the
word ] “mwy”. It doesn’t say “Elevate the head” or “promote
the head,” rather “wy” like a person who says to the
executioner: Remove the head of so-and-so. Hashem thereby
hinted to Moshe by using the word “zy”, If they merit they
will ascend to greatness, just as it says “Paraoh will lift up
your head and restore you to your position” (Bereishis 40:13). If
they do not merit, they will all die, just as it says “Paraoh will

lift up your head from upon you, and hang you on a tree”
(Bereishis 40:19).

The Midrash s telling us that the same word, Ry, can convey
two contrasting realities: “uplift the head” or

nation can rule over them; and when they do not fulfill the
will of Hashem, He delivers them into the hand of a lowly
nation. Not just into the hand of a lowly nation, but even into
the hand of the animals of a lowly nation.”

Why is it this way?

The MaHarsha explains that all the nations of the world have
a heavenly angel/mazel that administers their earthly affairs
“naturally”. Besides Klal Yisroel; we are under the direct
jurisdiction of Hashem - ynyn) Yan apy? vy 'n p9n »3. When we
behave appropriately, the Shechina is with us, and we are
untouchable. When we don’t behave appropriately, the
Shechina departs from us, and we remain vulnerable,
despised and trapped in the world of the angels of our
oppressor nations.

The nations of the world are tethered to Olam Hazeh — this is
their endgame. Klal Yisroel, on the other hand, is only passing
through Olam Hazeh; our endgame is Olam Haba. Therefore,
when we try to imitate the Goyim and encroach

“remove the head”.

Hashem was telling the Yidden that they have
two paths to choose from; the path to elevation 1”7 nﬂ”

or the path to extinction.

This is how Klal Yisroel functions throughout the
ages - we are either at the height of existence
above all nations of the world, or at the brink of \

Ry

n “their world”, we are shunned and despised
like usurpers- which we are.

When Yidden suffer - individually or collectively -
there’s nothing “natural’ about it, as the rest of
the world doesn’t suffer that way. Obviously it’s
the Hand of Hashem, guiding us away from the
path of the rest of the world, and pointing us to
) the right path that leads to the next world.
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annihilation at the hands of the nations of the
world. There is no middle ground. Klal Yisroel has no
“neutral” existence; we are either all the way up or all the
way down.

If we fulfill the will of Hashem, we are lifted above everyone

else, as the Posuk (Devarim 28:1) tells us:
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However, if we don’t fulfill the will of Hashem, we are
trampled upon by everyone else, as the Posuk (Devarim 28:37)
tells us: nny /n 7302 298 0XHYN 22 NIV HYNT NHYY 9720

The Gemara (Kesubos 66b) relates a remark by Rabban
Yochanan ben Zakkai after he witnessed the daughter of
Nakdiman ben Gurion, one of the wealthiest Yidden in
Yerushalaim, having to forage for kernels of barley from
within the manure of Arabian camels:
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Rabban Yochanan ben Zakkai cried and said: “How fortunate
is Klal Yisroel, for when they fulfill the will of Hashem, no

A Yid’s job is to rely on Hashem, trust Hashem and recognize
that Hashem has one goal for us: 989’ %23 n1y b2 YNy nx Ry —
to lift us up in this world and enable us to reach the next
world.

Everything that happens to us is with that positive goal in
mind — and if we deviate from the elevated path Hashem will
“have our heads” ala \yn 5y 79N NYM Phyn TUNI NN NP9 XYY,
so that ultimately we can get back on track and achieve
elevation again ala 73 Yy 722w TUNY NN NP NY?

Hashem got our heads because Hashem got our backs at all
times, and He will do whatever necessary to ensure that we
ultimately come out ahead and are zoche to myy 117 09 — a
life of sy — elevation —in both worlds.

There is nothing neutral about Klal Yisroel, because there is
nothing natural about Klal Yisroel!

This applies to every Yid; no exceptions. %3 n1y Y2 Uny NN RY
Lol
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