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BITACHON LESSON FROM THE PARSHA

vavn n1oe nwae — Life’s a Puppet Show

D993 799 72930 N3¥A NZANY X7 NNIDY XNINN IWND DINYYR 5 MY,
mnn - And make for me tasty foods as I like, and bring them to
me, and | will eat, in order that my soul will bless you before |
die. (Bereishis 27:4)

Yitzchok planned to give the Brachos to Eisav. Hashem had
other plans.

The Gemara (Yoma 38a-b) teaches:
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Ben Azzai said: by your name they shall call you, and in your
place they shall seat you, and from your own they shall give
you. No person may touch that which is prepared for another;
one reign does not overlap with another by even a
hairbreadth.

Rashi explains: owa 4043 5 53 519399 NaP? 1199 Y DN ANTS XY
TIPNa MW NaY PINIP?, a person should not worry that another
will usurp his livelihood, as what has your name on it [from above]
will be yours.

Had this story played out “naturally” it should have been
impossible for this charade to work and for Yaakov to
usurp the Brachos.

But it did work. Because the Puppet Master wanted it to
work. He pulled the strings in the direction that He
desired. Hashem didn’t want Yitzchok to recognize that
it wasn’t Eisav, so he didn’t. It’s as simple as that.

The fact that Rivka went through with this plan which
naturally should have been doomed to failure is also part
of Hashem’s pulling the strings. When Yaakov expressed
his reservations about this plan, and expressed his fear
that it would lead to him being cursed instead of blessed,
Rivka’'s response was 791993 vy 1) %3 g0 299 1 15 9nNm
%9 n@ - "On me is your curse, my son”.(Bereishis 27:13) . Targum
Onkelus expounds: »52 79y NYOYY 1312 NOT NI NN P9y - |
was told via prophecy that no curse will come on you, my son.
Targum Yonasan elaborates and tells us that she was even
told via prophecy that Yaakov would receive the Brachos.

We live in a live puppet show. People move.

They seem to make moves. There seems to be (
a hierarchy of movers and shakers who pull all
the strings. People seemingly move
themselves up the corporate ladder. Yet, it’s
all a mirage. They are all being controlled by
the Divine Puppet Master Who pulls all the
strings and controls every move.

' N3y
2P0 K7

this stunt had she not known via Nevuah that
it would work; she knew that there was no
way yavn q91a, that this costume would fool
Yitzchok.

\ Rivka would never have gone through with

So, why didn’t Rivka just tell Yaakov to walk in
as himself and ask for the Brachos, which
/ prophetically she already knew he was

The episode of Yaakov receiving the Brachos
that were intended for Eisav is a prime example of
Hashem pulling the strings.

Yitzchok desires to bestow the Brachos on Eisav, his
beloved son —yy mx pny anxn — who he was already very
familiar with for 63 years. Yaakov and Eisav were as
different as can be. Yaakov's complexion, voice,
mannerism, demeanors, tone, was as different from
Eisav’s, as night and day. Unmistakably different, to the
point that Yaakov didn’t believe that his ruse would
work. pan v >3 9P YN NN WY 1N WX NP2 DN 2PY MNN
N293 NY) N22p OY SPNIN YRYDND PYYI ONNDY AN UM NN -
Yaakov said to Rivka his mother, "Behold, my brother Eisav is a
hairy man, whereas | am a smooth man. Perhaps my father will

touch me, and | will appear to him as a deceiver, and | will bring
upon myself a curse and not a blessing." (Bereishis 27:11-12)

Indeed, Yitzchok was far from convinced, as the Posuk
states: Ny ox WY 3 N NNND 23 JYNNL N DY) 2P N PNY? NN
- And Yitzchok said to Yaakov, "Please come closer, so
that | may feel you, my son, whether you are really my
son Eisav or not." (Bereishis 27:21)

getting? Why the whole charade? That was
her Hishtadlus!

Not that the Hishtadlus worked — as naturally there was no
way for it to work — but as with all Hishtadlus, it’s not the
Hishtadlus that ever produces results, it's Hashem. It's
always Hashem. It’s only Hashem Who pulls all the strings,
all the time, and brings about the results that He desires.
y1aon ny px. Literally. It’s all Him. It’s always Him. It’s only
Him.

This applies to our Parnassah, our health, our Shiduchim,
our station in life, our wins, our losses, our pain, our joy;
it’s all Hashem pulling the strings.

If the Bracha is meant for us, we will getit. If itisn’t meant
for us, we won’t get it. nm) N9n2 A998 Y9220Y 1992 Y DN PN

The costumes we wear, the parts we play, the moves we
make, the dances we dance, do not determine the
outcome of our story; that’s all in the Hands of the sole
Puppet Master. oypn xon /0 ney Y¥In a2 miaynn may

Good Shabbos!
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