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BITACHON LESSON FROM THE PARSHA 
תפרשת   זתשפ"  תּוֹלְד ֹ֥  –  Life’s a Puppet Show 

Good Shabbos! 
 

Q u e s t i o n s / C o m m e n t s ?  E m a i l  OrchosYosher@Gmail.com o r  t e x t  7 3 2 - 5 5 1 - 4 8 8 2  -  To g e t  t h e  w e e k l y  l e s s o n  v i a  e m a i l  s i g n  u p  a t  w w w . O r c h o s D a i l y . o r g  

 

רֶ  י בְטֶֹ֥ ִּ֖ רֶכְךֹ֥ נַפְשִּ וּר תְּבַָֽ עֲבַ֛ לָה בַַֽ ֵ֑ י וְא כֵׂ ִּ֖ יאָה לִּ ֹ֥ י וְהָבִּ בְתִּּ ר אָהַַ֛ אֲשֶֹ֥ ים כַַֽ י מַטְעַמִִּּ֜ ה לִִּ֨ עֲשֵׂ ם וַַֽ

וּת  And make for me tasty foods as I like, and bring them to - אָמַֽ
me, and I will eat, in order that my soul will bless you before I 
die. (Bereishis 27:4) 

 
Yitzchok planned to give the Brachos to Eisav. Hashem had 
other plans. 
 
The Gemara (Yoma 38a-b) teaches: 

קְרָאוּךְ וּבִּ  מְך יִּ עַ אָמַר בֶן עַזַאי בְשִּ ין אָדָם נוֹגֵׂ תְּנוּ לְך אֵׂ שֶלְך יִּ יבוּךְ וּמִּ מְקוֹמְך יוֹשִּ
ימָא מְל א נִּ ילוּ כִּ ין מַלְכוּת נוֹגַעַת בַחֲבֶרְתָּהּ אֲפִּ ירוֹ וְאֵׂ  בַמוּכָן לַחֲבֵׂ

Ben Azzai said: by your name they shall call you, and in your 
place they shall seat you, and from your own they shall give 
you. No person may touch that which is prepared for another; 
one reign does not overlap with another by even a 
hairbreadth.  
 

Rashi explains:  לא ידאג אדם לומר פלוני יקפח פרנסתי כי על כרחך בשם
 a person should not worry that another ,יקראוך לבא ולשוב במקומך

will usurp his livelihood, as what has your name on it [from above] 
will be yours. 

 
We live in a live puppet show. People move. 
They seem to make moves. There seems to be 
a hierarchy of movers and shakers who pull all 
the strings. People seemingly move 
themselves up the corporate ladder.  Yet, it’s 
all a mirage. They are all being controlled by 
the Divine Puppet Master Who pulls all the 
strings and controls every move. 
 
The episode of Yaakov receiving the Brachos 
that were intended for Eisav is a prime example of 
Hashem pulling the strings.  
 
Yitzchok desires to bestow the Brachos on Eisav, his 
beloved son –  ב ווַיֶַֽאֱהַֹ֥ שִָּ֖ ק אֶת עֵׂ צְחַָ֛ יִּ  – who he was already very 
familiar with for 63 years. Yaakov and Eisav were as 
different as can be. Yaakov’s complexion, voice, 
mannerism, demeanors, tone, was as different from 
Eisav’s,  as night and day. Unmistakably different, to the 
point that Yaakov didn’t believe that his ruse would 
work.  ק יש חָלַָֽ ֹ֥ י אִּ ִּ֖ נ כִּ ר וְאַָֽ יש שָעִֹּ֔ ֹּ֣ י֙ אִּ ו אָחִּ שָָׂ֤ ן עֵׂ ֹּ֣ וֹ הֵׂ מֵ֑ ה אִּ בְקִָּ֖ ב אֶל רִּ אמֶר יַַֽעֲק ֹ֔ וַי ֹּ֣

 ֹ֥ אתִּ בֵׂ ַֽ עַ וְהֵׂ ֵ֑ מְתַעְתֵּׂ ינִָּ֖יו כִּ י בְעֵׂ יתִּ ֹ֥ י וְהָיִּ י֙ אָבִֹּ֔ נִּ י יְמֻשִֵׂ֨ האוּלַָׂ֤ א בְרָכַָֽ ה וְל ֹ֥ י קְלָלִָּ֖ י עָלַַ֛  - 
Yaakov said to Rivka his mother, "Behold, my brother Eisav is a 
hairy man, whereas I am a smooth man. Perhaps my father will 
touch me, and I will appear to him as a deceiver, and I will bring 
upon myself a curse and not a blessing." (Bereishis 27:11-12) 
 
Indeed, Yitzchok was far from convinced, as the Posuk 
states:  א ם ל ַֽ ו אִּ שִָּ֖ ֹ֥י עֵׂ ה זֶַ֛ה בְנִּ אַתָֹּ֥ י הַַֽ ֵ֑ שְךִּ֖ בְנִּ אֲמַֻֽ ב גְשָה נָֹ֥א וַַֽ צְחָק֙ אֶל יַַֽעֲק ֹ֔ אמֶר יִּ  וַי ָׂ֤
- And Yitzchok said to Yaakov, "Please come closer, so 
that I may feel you, my son, whether you are really my 
son Eisav or not." (Bereishis 27:21) 

Had this story played out “naturally” it should have been 
impossible for this charade to work and for Yaakov to 
usurp the Brachos. 
 
But it did work. Because the Puppet Master wanted it to 
work. He pulled the strings in the direction that He 
desired.  Hashem didn’t want Yitzchok to recognize that 
it wasn’t Eisav, so he didn’t.  It’s as simple as that. 
 
The fact that Rivka went through with this plan which 
naturally should have been doomed to failure is also part 
of Hashem’s pulling the strings. When Yaakov expressed 
his reservations about this plan, and expressed his fear 
that it would lead to him being cursed instead of blessed, 
Rivka’s response was  ְך ֹ֥ י וְלֵׂ ִּ֖ ע בְק לִּ ךְ שְמַֹ֥ י אַַ֛ ֵ֑ תְךִּ֖ בְנִּ לְלַָֽ י קִּ וֹ עָלַֹ֥ מֹ֔ אמֶר לוֹ֙ אִּ וַתּ ָׂ֤

י ַֽ  On me is your curse, my son”.(Bereishis 27:13) . Targum" - קַח לִּ
Onkelus expounds: י נְבוּאָה דְלָא יֵׂיתוֹן לְוָטַיָא עֲלָךְ בְרִּ תְאֲמַר בִּ  I  - עֲלַי אִּ
was told via prophecy that no curse will come on you, my son. 
Targum Yonasan elaborates and tells us that she was even 
told via prophecy that Yaakov would receive the Brachos. 

Rivka would never have gone through with 
this stunt had she not known via Nevuah that 
it would work; she knew that there was no 
way בדרך הטבע, that this costume would fool 
Yitzchok. 
 
So, why didn’t Rivka just tell Yaakov to walk in 
as himself and ask for the Brachos, which 
prophetically she already knew he was 
getting? Why the whole charade? That was 

her Hishtadlus!  
 
Not that the Hishtadlus worked – as naturally there was no 
way for it to work – but as with all Hishtadlus, it’s not the 
Hishtadlus that ever produces results, it’s Hashem. It’s 
always Hashem. It’s only Hashem Who pulls all the strings, 
all the time, and brings about the results that He desires. 
 Literally. It’s all Him. It’s always Him. It’s only .אין עוד מלבדו
Him. 
 
This applies to our Parnassah, our health, our Shiduchim, 
our station in life, our wins, our losses, our pain, our joy; 
it’s all Hashem pulling the strings. 
 
If the Bracha is meant for us, we will get it.  If it isn’t meant 
for us, we won’t get it. ימָא מְל א נִּ ילוּ כִּ ירוֹ  אֲפִּ עַ בַמוּכָן לַחֲבֵׂ ין אָדָם נוֹגֵׂ  אֵׂ

 
The costumes we wear, the parts we play, the moves we 
make, the dances we dance, do not determine the 
outcome of our story; that’s all in the Hands of the sole 
Puppet Master. יא תָקוּם יש וַעֲצַת ה' הִּ  רַבוֹת מַחֲשָבוֹת בְלֶב אִּ
 

 

עֲצַת ה' 

 הִיא תָקוּם
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