
 

 בס"ד

BITACHON LESSON FROM THE PARSHA 
ים וְש ֹֽׁ פרשת   ִ֣ פְט  ן לְך  ש ֹֽׁ תֶּ ים ת  ִ֗ תשפ"ו טְר   –  Bi tachon Is  Not  Magic!  

  

Good Shabbos!י 
 
Q u e s t i o n s / C o m m e n t s ?  E m a i l  OrchosYosher@Gmail.com o r  t e x t  7 3 2 - 5 5 1 - 4 8 8 2  -  To g e t  t h e  w e e k l y  l e s s o n  v i a  e m a i l  s i g n  u p  a t  w w w . O r c h o s D a i l y . o r g  
 

This week’s lesson is dedicated:   בתוך שאר חולי ישראל חוה בת חיה אסתרלרפואה שלימה  

 

ה  שֵּ ל ע ִ֣ ת ה' כָּ וֹעֲבֵַ֥ י תֹֽׁ ים...כ  ֹֽׁ ת  ל הַמֵּ ש אֶּ ֵ֖ י וְד רֵּ נ ִ֔ דְע  ל אוֹב  וְי  ֵ֥ ר וְש אֵּ בֶּ ָ֑ ר חָּ ֵ֖ וְח בֵּ
ֹֽׁ -יך ם ה' אֱלֹהֶּ ֵ֖ ה ע  הְיִֶּ֔ ֹֽׁ ים ת  ִ֣ מ  ה...תָּ לֶּ ָ֑  אֵּ
A snake-diviner, a witch, or a sorcerer who communicates with the dead...for 
whoever does these things becomes an abomination to Hashem...Be 
wholehearted with Hashem, your G-d.(Devarim 18:11-13) 

Rashi comments: 
ל  יך קַבֵּ לֶּ יָּב א עָּ ל מַה שֶּ א כָּ לָּ ידוֹת אֶּ עֲת  ה לוֹ וְל א תַחֲק ר אַחַר הָּ ימוּת וּתְצַפֶּ תְמ  מוֹ ב  ךְ ע  תְהַ לֵּ ה 
לְקוֹ מוֹ וּלְחֶּ הְיֶּה ע  ז ת  ימוּת וְאָּ תְמ   Follow Him with simple faith and put your hope - ב 
in Him, rather than investigating the future; rather , whatever may happen to 
you accept with simple faith, and then you will be with Him  

The Rashbam comments: 
וממנו תדרוש ולא מן המתים ולפי כי מנסה הקב"ה בם את ישראל נתן כח ברוח 
 Only seek out the future from Hashem [via - הטומאה להגיד על פי השעירים

Nevuah or Urim V’Tumim; see Rashi Devarim 18:14], and not from the dead. So why did 
Hashem give power to these impure forces? To test Klal Yisroel! 

 
When the Yetzer Hara utilizes כוחות הטומאה (impure forces) and 
makes it seem as if they have divine power it’s a tremendous 
test for us, to reject that mirage, and only place our trust in 
Hashem, the sole true power in the universe, the One Who 
holds the key to the future. 
 
The Sefer Hachinuch (Mitzvah 62) in discussing the directive to 
kill witches writes: 
ץ  פֶּ ד חֵּ גֶּ א כְנֶּ הוּא בָּ י שֶּ ה לְפ  זֶּ ל בָּ שְתַדֵּ ם הַמ  עוֹלָּ ן הָּ ק מ  ינוּ לְסַלֵּ צְטַוּ  ן נ  וְעַל כֵּ
לַת  תְח  הֻטְבַע ב  בַע שֶּ ךְ הַטֶּ רֶּ ג הַכ ל בְדֶּ תְנַהֵּ י  שוּבוֹ וְשֶּ ץ בְי  פֵּ הוּא חָּ הַשֵּ ם שֶּ
ם  הַשֵּ ן, שֶּ י כֵּ י דַעְת  שוּף הוּא לְפ  נְיַן הַכ  א לְשַנּוֹת הַכ ל. וְע  ה בָּ ה, וְזֶּ יאָּ הַבְר 
פְע ל  בַע ל  ם טֶּ עוֹלָּ י הָּ בְרֵּ ד  ר מ  בָּ ר וְדָּ בָּ ל דָּ ה לְכָּ יאָּ לַת הַבְר  תְח  ם ב  רוּךְ הוּא שָּ בָּ
פְע ל  ד ל  חָּ ל אֶּ ה כָּ וָּּ א, וְצ  רָּ ר בָּ ם אֲשֶּ עוֹלָּ י הָּ ה לְטוֹבַת בְנֵּ רָּ ישָּ ה ו  תוֹ טוֹבָּ פְעֻלָּ
יחוֹ עַל  ה לְהַכְר  לְמַעְלָּ יל כ חַ מ  מְש  ד ה  חָּ ד וְאֶּ חָּ ל אֶּ הוּ,...וְגַם עַל כָּ ינֵּ עֳלוֹ לְמ  פָּ
ל  ין לוֹ מַזָּ אֵּ ה שֶּ לְמַטָּ ב מ  שֶּ ין לְך עֵּ ה אֵּ כָּ בְרָּ כְרוֹנָּם ל  מְרוּ ז  אָּ הוּ, כְמוֹ שֶּ מַעֲשֵּ
בְעוֹ  ד בְט  חָּ ד וְאֶּ חָּ ל אֶּ ה כָּ עוֹשֶּ ם שֶּ תָּ לְבַד פְעֻלָּ ר לוֹ גְדַל. וּמ  אוֹמֵּ ה, שֶּ לְמַעְלָּ מ 
ת  אכֶּ מְ לֶּ ר, וּב  ין אַחֵּ ם מ  ם ע  הֶּ ין מֵּ ב מ  רֵּ תְעָּ ת. בְה  רֶּ ה אַחֶּ ם פְעֻלָּ הֶּ יֵּש לָּ
עַ  י יוֹדֵּ ן, כ  הֶּ ש בָּ שְתַמֵּ ם לְה  דָּ י אָּ ל א הֻרְשוּ בְנֵּ ין שֶּ ד  הּ צְדָּ ת יֵּש בָּ הַתַעֲר בֶּ
ה  י זֶּ פְנֵּ ן, וּמ  הֶּ ין רַע לָּ ד  ן צְדָּ ם בְאוֹתָּ דָּ י אָּ בְנֵּ א ל  ה הַי צֵּ סּוֹף הַמַעֲשֶּ אֱלֹה  -ים שֶּ
אֲסוּרוֹת  י הַתַ עֲרוֹבוֹת וְהַתַחְבוּלוֹת הָּ דְדֵּ ן צ  ם...וְעוֹד יֵּש בְאוֹתָּ הֶּ ם מֵּ עָּ מְנָּ
ךְ  ל כָּ ה כָּ ת עוֹלֶּ כ חַ אוֹתוֹ הַתַעֲר בֶּ י שֶּ סְרוּ בַעֲבוּרוֹ לְפ  אֶּ נֶּּ ר שֶּ נְיָּן אַחֵּ לַעֲשוֹת ע 
ל  שָּ ים. וְהַמָּ ינ  י הַמ  ה עַל שְנֵּ ל הַמְמֻנֶּּ חַ הַמַזָּ ה כ  עָּ י שָּ תוֹ לְפ  פְעֻלָּ ל מ  מְבַטֵּ שֶּ
ין  בְר א מ  ינוֹ יְחַדְשוֹ ל  ינוֹ מ  אֵּ ין בְשֶּ יב מ  הַמַרְכ  ה שֶּ ה רוֹאֶּ אַתָּ ה, כְמוֹ שֶּ עַל זֶּ
י  נוּ אַף כ  לְהַעֲלוֹת עַל רוּחֵּ מְנַעְנוּ מ  ן נ  ם, וְעַל כֵּ יהֶּ חַ שְנֵּ ה כ  בָּ ה הַהַרְכָּ טְלָּ ב  א שֶּ מְצָּ י, נ  יש  שְל 
מוֹת ל הַשְלֵּ אֵּ י הָּ ר בְמַעֲשֵּ בָּ יף דָּ צוֹן לְהַחֲל  נוּ רָּ ה בָּ מַרְאֶּ ר שֶּ בָּ ינוּ דָּ דֵּ ה בְיָּ  .נַעֲשֶּ
We are commanded to put to death someone who practices witchcraft, as Hashem 
desires the world’s settlement and that everything should run in a natural way, as He 
created it, and this person wants to change it. At the beginning of creation, Hashem 
gave each thing in the world a nature through which to accomplish its task for the good 
of the world; He commanded each one to act according to its nature. He made a higher 
force to  govern each one from above, to compel it to perform its nature; as Chazal teach 
“There is no blade of grass below that does not have a Mazel above that tells it, 
‘Grow!’”. Besides the nature of each species, there’s another action that they are 
capable of, by mixing two species together. In this mixing there are some that were not 
permitted for people to utilize, because Hashem knows that the end result will be bad for 
them. There is another matter in these forbidden actions of mixture and machinations 
for which they were forbidden. It is because the power of this mixture is so strong that it 
negates the power of the Mazalos that are assigned to the original two species. Like with 
grafting of two species, a new third species is created. That grafting negates the power 
of both of them. So we have been directed to not switch the perfect acts of Hashem 

 
What drives people to be drawn to black magic and fortune 
telling? Why would people want to upset the natural order of 
the world they live in? 
 
Our Neshama is a חלק אלו-ה ממעל; we are a piece of Hashem. 
We have an intense, innate desire to be close to Hashem, and 
to be like Hashem. As such, humans have a desire to know 
everything – as Hashem does, and to control everything – as 
Hashem does. This desire can be channeled properly, to 

further our Avodas Hashem and get closer to Hashem, or 
improperly, to follow the Yetzer Hara’s wicked schemes. 
 
When one lives with Emunah and Bitachon, and trusts that 
whatever Hashem does is good, right, beneficial and exactly 
as it is supposed to be, he doesn’t have the desire to know 
more than Hashem wants him to know, and he doesn’t have 
the desire to control things in a way that would alter 
Hashem’s plans. One who has Bitachon is OK with the way 
“Nature” rolls, as he knows that in reality there is no such 
thing as “Nature”; it’s Hashem Who is pulling all the strings. 
Such a person lives with יך- ֹֽׁ ם ה' אֱלֹהֶּ ֵ֖ ה ע  הְיִֶּ֔ ֹֽׁ ים ת  ִ֣ מ   תָּ
 
When one lacks Emunah and Bitachon, however, and doesn’t 
trust that Hashem knows what He is doing, he becomes 
anxious, nervous, concerned, fearful and upset when 
“Nature” doesn’t go his way. Such a person has a desire to 
poke in places he doesn’t belong, and tries to know how 
things will develop in the future, and a desire to alter 
Hashem’s plans and control his own destiny. Such a person 

lives with ים ֹֽׁ ת  ל הַמֵּ ש אֶּ ֵ֖  ד רֵּ

 
Does this mean that one who lives with Bitachon 
can never think about his future? No, it doesn’t 
mean that at all. What it does mean is that the 
only path to the future is the same path as our 
past and as the present: the path of Hashem via 
Emunah, Bitachon, Torah, Mitzvos and Tefilah. 
We have to be extremely careful about how we 
approach our future, as there is often a very fine 
line between acceptable methods that fall under 

the purview of יך- ֹֽׁ ם ה' אֱלֹהֶּ ֵ֖ ה ע  הְיִֶּ֔ ֹֽׁ ים ת  ִ֣ מ   and unacceptable תָּ
methods of the Yetzer Hara that masquerade as “Kosher” 
Segulos and the like, which are in reality under the purview of 
ים ֹֽׁ ת  ל הַמֵּ ש אֶּ ֵ֖ י וְד רֵּ נ ִ֔ דְע  ל אוֹב  וְי  ֵ֥ ר וְש אֵּ בֶּ ָ֑ ר חָּ ֵ֖   .וְח בֵּ

 
Not everything that has Hebrew letters on it is kosher. Not 
everyone who dresses as a Kabbalist is legitimate. Not 
everything that tugs at our vulnerabilities is aboveboard.  
Before following the throngs and throwing money – and your 
Neshama – at the latest “Segulah of the day”, make sure you 
are not jeopardizing your ָיך- ֹֽׁ ם ה' אֱלֹהֶּ ֵ֖ ה ע  הְיִֶּ֔ ֹֽׁ ים ת  ִ֣ מ   Before  .תָּ
falling into the trap of the Sitra Achra, consult with an 
authentic Torah scholar to determine if it’s a tried and true 
acceptable path to Hashem, or if perhaps it’s a path laid by 
the Yetzer Hara to lure you to be ים ֹֽׁ ת  ל הַמֵּ ש אֶּ ֵ֖  .ד רֵּ
 
When in doubt, remember: אין סגולה כתורה, there is no better 
Segulah –  for health, Parnassah, Shiduchim, long life, 
children, Shalom Bayis, and anything else that you may need 
– than learning and keeping the commandments of the 
Torah, and it is even free of charge! 

וְלאֹ תַחֲקֹר 

אַחַר 

 הָעֲתִידוֹת
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