
 

 בס"ד

BITACHON LESSON FROM THE PARSHA 
תשפ"ו חזק חזק ונתחזק -בחוקותי  -פרשיות בהר    –  We Are Just Guests Here 

u  

Good Shabbos! 
 
Q u e s t i o n s / C o m m e n t s ?  E m a i l  OrchosYosher@Gmail.com o r  t e x t  7 3 2 - 5 5 1 - 4 8 8 2  -  To g e t  t h e  w e e k l y  l e s s o n  v i a  e m a i l  s i g n  u p  a t  w w w . O r c h o s D a i l y . o r g  
 

This week’s lesson is dedicated:   בתוך שאר חולי ישראל יוכבד בת דבורהלרפואה שלימה  

 

רֶץ י הָאָָ֑ ת כִי לִִ֖ א תִמָכֵר֙ לִצְמִת ֻ֔ רֶץ ל ֹ֤  וְהָאָָ֗
The land must not be sold permanently, for the land 
belongs to Me (Vayikra 25:23) 
 
Three small words convey the totality of the Mitzvah of 
Shemita. They also convey the totality of the Mitzvah of 
Bitachon. Arguably, these words also encompass the 
totality of the Torah!  
 
The words are רֶץ י הָאָָ֑   .כִי לִִ֖
 
It’s not just a statement. It’s a calling. It’s a way of life. 
 
We can illustrate this point with a story about two 
landowners who had a dispute over a parcel of land, 
where each one claimed it was theirs. Reuven 
stubbornly insisted “it’s mine!”. Shimon, too, obstinately 
insisted “No, it’s mine!” They refused to even hear about 
any compromise. They brought their dispute to the 
attention of Rav Chaim of Volozin Zatzal for adjudication.  
 
After hearing the claims of both parties, Rav Chaim said, 
“Why don’t we ask the land?” They went to 
the disputed plot of land, and Rav Chaim bent 
his ear toward the ground, while the two men 
looked on in disbelief. After a moment Rav 
Chaim stood up and declared “There is no 
room for dispute here.  You say it’s yours and 
you say it’s yours, but the ground says “They 
are both mine!”  
 
Yes, כִי עָפָר אַתָה וְאֶל עָפָר תָשׁוּב (Bereishis 3:19), we 

all end up back in the ground; there is no 
point or rationale in spending our few years here on 
earth consumed with disputes, land grabbing or never-
ending amassing of material wealth. 
 
There is no permanence here; we are just passing 
through. Nothing is ours. רֶץ י הָאָָ֑  ,It’s all Hashem’s .כִי לִִ֖
including us! Our very life is on loan from Hashem to use 
in service of Him, and to recognize that we need Him 
every step of the way, for every aspect of life, and for life 
itself. 
 
This is what the Torah is teaching us in the Parsha of 
Shemita. The folowing Pesukim teach us key lessons in 
the fleeting nature of life here on earth: 
 

בוּ  את תָשׁ ֻׁ֕ ל הַז ָ֑ זָתֽוֹבִשְׁנַַ֥ת הַיּוֹבִֵ֖ ישׁ אֶל אֲח  אִִ֖  (Vayikra 25:13) – We never 

truly own anything. 
 
יו ישׁ אֶת אָחִֽ וּ אִַ֥ ךָ אַל תוֹנִ֖ ה מִיַַּּ֣ד עֲמִיתֶָ֑ וֹ קָנ ִ֖ ךָ אַ֥ עֲמִיתֶֻ֔ וּ מִמְכָר֙ לַֽ י תִמְכְרֹ֤  וְכִֽ
(Vayikra 25:14) – Don’t spend the few years you’re allotted 
trying to undercut others and  competing for land and 
possessions; what’s yours is yours, what’s his is his -  אין
 nobody can touch  - אדם נוגע במוכן לחבירו אפילו כמלא נימא

what is meant for another, by even a hair’s breadth (Yoma 

38b). The reality is even what’s yours isn’t yours; it’s all 
Hashem’s. רֶץ י הָאָָ֑  כִי לִִ֖
 
וֹ יט מִקְנָתָ֑ ים תַמְעִִ֖ ט הַשָנִֻ֔ וֹ וּלְפִי֙ מְע ַּ֣ ים תַרְבֶה֙ מִקְנָתֻ֔ ב הַשָנִָ֗ י ר ַּ֣  Vayikra) לְפִַּ֣

25:16) – Nobody is guaranteed another day of life. Some 
live longer, some live shorter. Don’t squander those 
precious days with the pursuit of frivolity. All that endless 
toil leads nowhere -  לְרָעָתוֹע שֶׁר שָׁמוּר לִבְעָלָיו  (Koheles 5:12) 
 
ת א תִמָכֵר֙ לִצְמִת ֻ֔ רֶץ ל ֹ֤  There is no – (Vayikra 25:23) וְהָאָָ֗

permanence. רֶץ י הָאָָ֑  כִי לִִ֖
 
One who recognizes that he’s just a visitor here on 
Hashem’s earth will understand that the way to 
maximize his time here is to live with Menuchas 
Hanefesh, with the knowledge that we are Hashem’s 
guests, and He is the Owner Who controls everything. 
 
We have no permanent home here, so there is no point 
in spending our lives consumed with investing in and 
furnishing our temporary home and amassing others like 

it. 
 
וּ  ים וְהָיַּ֣ בַע פְעָמִָ֑ ים שֶַּׁ֣ בַע שָׁנִִ֖ ים שֶַׁ֥ ת שָׁנִֻ֔ בַע שַׁבְת ַּ֣ פַרְתַָּ֣ לְךָָ֗ שֶֶׁׁ֚ וְסָֽ
ים שָׁנָֽה שַׁע וְאַרְבָעִִ֖ ים תֵַ֥ ת הַשָנִֻ֔ בַע שַׁבְת ַּ֣  Vayikra)  לְךָָ֗ יְמֵי֙ שֶֶׁׁ֚

25:8) – We count down the years in Shemita 
and Yovel to remind us that we are counting 
down our days here on earth as well, until we 
are taken to our true home in the next world. 
 
 All we take with us on that journey are the 
choices we made while visiting down here on 

earth. All we can pack in our suitcase for our journey 
home is our Torah, Mitzvos, Emunah, Bitachon and 
other spiritual assets. 
 
When something difficult, challenging or frightening 
happens in our “temporary home” – be it a terrorist 
attack, a natural disaster or a personal or communal 
tragedy – we can be nosy guests who meddle, opine 
and gossip about it, consume the media drivel 24/7 and 
point fingers and participate in useless protests, or we 
can just leave it to the Owner of the home – Hashem –  
to deal with as He knows best, and keep our focus 
where it belongs: in the firm knowledge and belief of  אִם
ר ד שׁוֹמֵֽ וְא שָׁקֶַ֬ יר שֶָׁׁ֚ ָ֗ א יִשְׁמָר עִ  וֹ אִם ה' ל ֽ וּ בוֹנַָּ֣יו בָ֑ מְלַּ֣ וְא עָֽ יִת שֶָׁׁ֚ ה בַָ֗ א יִבְנֶֶ֬  - ה' ל ֽ
If Hashem will not build a house, its builders have toiled in 
vain; if Hashem will not guard a city, its guards keep  vigils in 
vain (Tehilim 127:1) 
 
One who lives with Bitachon knows his place, and does 
not meddle where he doesn’t belong.  
 
He knows the lesson of רֶץ י הָאָָ֑  and thereby lives a ,כִי לִִ֖

tranquil life despite any surrounding storms -  ִֽם עַל ו ישַׁבְתֶַ֥
טַח רֶץ לָבֶֽ  הָאִָ֖

א  אִם ה' ל ֹֽ

יר  ִ֜֗ מָר עִ  יִשְׁ

ד  א שָק ַ֬ וְׁ שָָׁ֚

ר ֹֽ  שוֹמ 
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