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BITACHON LESSON FROM THE PARSHA

V/aVUn Syon - Mon mMPwie — A Dangerous Game!
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A thousand for each tribe, a thousand for each tribe,
from all the tribes of Yisroel you shall send into the
army.(Bamidbar 31:4)

The Midrash Rabbah (Matos Parsha 22:3) teaches:
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avany 99N a79...0m95 - 3,000 from each tribe were sent;
1,000 to fight, 1,000 to watch their supplies; 1,000 to
daven

The Midrash is telling us that every soldier on the
battlefield had a "partner" with him whose job it was to
daven for his success.

This is a bit puzzling, as the war we are discussing was
a Milchemes Mitzvah to destroy the Midianites. This was
a war mandated by Hashem, and its outcome was
foretold by Hashem; the Yidden would have a
resounding victory. Why then was an entire battalion of
special "daveners” needed?

The Chachamim say it means that not even one Jewish
soldier fell in the battle, while Rashb"i says it means that
no soldier fell due to any sin.

Rabbeinu Bechayei comments on this Posuk:
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This was a most wondrous event and one of the greatest
miracles that transpired to Klal Yisroel that they killed
and captured tens of thousands of Midianites, yet the
Torah testifies that not even one Yid was killed in battle.
They merited this miracle because they were replete
with merits, as Chazal tell us that not one of the soldiers
had any sins.

Rabbeinu Bechayei is combining the 2 opinions (of the
Chachamim and Rashb") and learns that not even one
soldier was killed - and this was due to their being
righteous! Not even one soldier succumbed

The answer is that war is a dangerous game!

We are not referring to the dangers of artillery
fire, tanks, cannons, missiles and land mines.

That was not an issue here, as Hashem
promised them military success.

We are referring to something exponentially
more dangerous! We are referring to the \
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to the Yetzer Hara of thinking or feeling »n»
M Snn nx s hwy > oy, rather they all
went into battle knowing that nanbmn vwix 'n

How did every last one of these soldiers
manage to remain righteous and focused on
Hashem, despite the overwhelming Yetzer
Hara of »1> oyw sn>?

) Because they each had their personal

possibility - and even the probability - of
developing feelings of nin Ynn nx > Ny 12 oy *nd.
With every conquest of enemy territory, with every
military victory, with every battle win, comes the real and
grave danger of the ego convincing the warriors that it
was their sharp military prowess and their own strategic
moves that led to their being triumphant.

These feelings of invincibility are inherent with every
success on the battlefield - and often in other areas of
life as well- and lead to forgetting that nwwsn nb -
Hashem wins wars, not us.

After the war was over, the commanders reported back
to Moshe Rabbeinu, and said (Bamidbar 31: 49):

N2 IR YN DANZRN OWIN UNY NN IRV 7138 NYUN SNIMNN
VN N 19 - Your servants counted the soldiers who
were in our charge, and not one man was missing.

The Gemara (Yevamos 61a) records a dispute between the
Chachamim and Rebbi Shimon bar Yochai as to the
meaning of the aforementioned Posuk.
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Tefilah partner right there with them on the
battlefield! They had a clear and constant reminder that
mnnon Yya y1ah 8N 9 - Hashem alone wins wars!

Yes, war is a very dangerous game, and in order to
come out unscathed, we need the power of Tefilah and
Bitachon.

As the Posuk (Tehilim 149:6) States 290 039932 YN ninmi9
o3 n»e’e - The praises of Hashem are in their throats
and a double-edged sword is in their hands, and as
Rashi explains: o713 n199 39nY oM - 93993 HN M -
the praising of Hashem - via Tefilah - becomes the
weapon by which we win wars!

We need to always remember that in the game of war,
and in the game of life, the strength that brings us victory
is not our own; it's always and only the strength of
Hashem!

The artillery that gives us the strategic edge is our
Emunah, our Bitachon and our Tefilos.

(0od Shabbos!

Questions/Comments? Email OrchosYosher@Gmail.comor text 732-551-4882 - To get the weekly lesson via email sign up at www.OrchosDaily.org
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