
 

 בס"ד

BITACHON LESSON FROM THE PARSHA 
וֹת   טּ֔ י -פרשיות מַּ ֵ֣ סְע  תשפ"ו מַּ  –  A  Dangerous Game! 

  

Good Shabbos! 
 
Q u e s t i o n s / C o m m e n t s ?  E m a i l  OrchosYosher@Gmail.com o r  t e x t  7 3 2 - 5 5 1 - 4 8 8 2  -  To g e t  t h e  w e e k l y  l e s s o n  v i a  e m a i l  s i g n  u p  a t  w w w . O r c h o s D a i l y . o r g  
 

This week’s lesson is dedicated:   בתוך שאר חולי ישראל חיה אסתרחוה בת לרפואה שלימה  

 

א צָבָָֽ וּ לַּ ל תִשְלְחֶ֖ וֹת יִשְרָא ּ֔ טֵ֣ ה לְכֹל֙ מַּ טֶֶּ֑ מַּ לֶף לַּ ה אֶֶ֖ טֶּ֔ מַּ לֶף לַּ   אֶֶ֚
A thousand for each tribe, a thousand for each tribe, 
from all the tribes of Yisroel you shall send into the 
army.(Bamidbar 31:4) 
 

The Midrash Rabbah (Matos Parsha 22:3) teaches: 
אלף למטה... ג' אלפים מכל שבט ושבט י"ב אלף משמרים את  
 ;from each tribe were sent 3,000 -  כליהם...וי"ב אלף לתפלה

1,000 to fight, 1,000 to watch their supplies; 1,000 to 
daven 
 
The Midrash is telling us that every soldier on the 
battlefield had a "partner" with him whose job it was to 
daven for his success. 
 
This is a bit puzzling, as the war we are discussing was 
a Milchemes Mitzvah to destroy the Midianites. This was 
a war mandated by Hashem, and its outcome was 
foretold by Hashem; the Yidden would have a 
resounding victory. Why then was an entire battalion of 
special "daveners” needed? 
 
The answer is that war is a dangerous game!  
 
We are not referring to the dangers of artillery 
fire, tanks, cannons, missiles and land mines.  
 
That was not an issue here, as Hashem 
promised them military success. 
 
We are referring to something exponentially 
more dangerous! We are referring to the 
possibility - and even the probability - of 
developing feelings of זֶה יִל הַּ חַּ  .כֹחִי וְעֹצֶם יָדִי עָשָה לִי אֶת הַּ

With every conquest of enemy territory, with every 
military victory, with every battle win, comes the real and 
grave danger of the ego convincing the warriors that it 
was their sharp military prowess and their own strategic 
moves that led to their being triumphant.  
 
These feelings of invincibility are inherent with every 
success on the battlefield - and often in other areas of 
life as well- and lead to forgetting that לה' הישועה - 

Hashem wins wars, not us.  
 
After the war was over, the commanders reported back 
to Moshe Rabbeinu, and said (Bamidbar 31: 49): 
א  ָֹֽ נוּ וְל ֶּ֑ ר בְיָד  ה אֲשֵֶ֣ מִלְחָמֶָ֖ י הַּ ֵׁ֥ נְש  אש אַּ ֹֹ֛ יךָ נָָֽשְא֗וּ אֶת ר ה עֲבָדֵֶ֣ אמְרוּ֙ אֶל משֶּ֔ ָֹֽ י וַּ
יש נוּ אִָֽ ד מִמֶֶ֖ ֵׁ֥  Your servants counted the soldiers who  - נפְקַּ

were in our charge, and not one man was missing. 
 
The Gemara (Yevamos 61a) records a dispute between the 
Chachamim and Rebbi Shimon bar Yochai as to the 
meaning of the aforementioned Posuk. 
ד מִמֶנוּ אִיש  י לאֹ נִפְקַּ בִי שִמְעוֹן בֶן יוֹחַּ ד מִמֶנוּ אִיש וְרַּ ן לאֹ נִפְקַּ בָנַּ וְרַּ
ירָה עֲב    ,לַּ

The Chachamim say it means that not even one Jewish 
soldier fell in the battle, while Rashb"i says it means that 
no soldier fell due to any sin. 
 
Rabbeinu Bechayei comments on this Posuk:  
ולא נפקד ממנו איש. זה היה פלא עצום ומהנסים הגדולים שאירעו  
לישראל אירע להם בכאן במלחמת מדין שהיו עם רב כחול אשר על 
שפת הים והרגו ישראל מהם ושבו מהם אלפים ורבבות והכתוב מעיד 
שלא חסר מישראל אחד במלחמה זהו שאמר ולא נפקד ממנו איש 
והנס הגדול הזה לפי שהיו שלמים בזכות והוא שדרשו רז"ל ולא נפקד 
  ממנו איש לדבר עבירה

This was a most wondrous event and one of the greatest 
miracles that transpired to Klal Yisroel that they killed 
and captured tens of thousands of Midianites, yet the 
Torah testifies that not even one Yid was killed in battle. 
They merited this miracle because they were replete 
with merits, as Chazal tell us that not one of the soldiers 
had any sins. 
 
Rabbeinu Bechayei is combining the 2 opinions (of the 

Chachamim and Rashb"i) and learns that not even one 
soldier was killed - and this was due to their being 

righteous! Not even one soldier succumbed 
to the Yetzer Hara of thinking or feeling  כֹחִי
זֶה יִל הַּ חַּ  rather they all ,וְעֹצֶם יָדִי עָשָה לִי אֶת הַּ

went into battle knowing that ה' איש מלחמה 

 
How did every last one of these soldiers 
manage to remain righteous and focused on 
Hashem, despite the overwhelming Yetzer 
Hara of כֹחִי וְעֹצֶם יָדִי?  

 
Because they each had their personal 
Tefilah partner right there with them on the 

battlefield! They had a clear and constant reminder that 
ל מִלְחָמות עַּ דּו בַּ  !Hashem alone wins wars - כִי הוּא לְבַּ

 
Yes, war is a very dangerous game, and in order to 
come out unscathed, we need the power of Tefilah and 
Bitachon.  
 
As the Posuk (Tehilim 149:6) states  ל בִגְרוֹנָם וְחֶרֶב רוֹמְמוֹת א 
 The praises of Hashem are in their throats - פִיפִיוֹת בְיָדָם

and a double-edged sword is in their hands, and as 
Rashi explains: רוממות אל בגרונם - והם לחרב פיפיות בידם - 
the praising of Hashem - via Tefilah - becomes the 
weapon by which we win wars!  
 
We need to always remember that in the game of war, 
and in the game of life, the strength that brings us victory 
is not our own; it's always and only the strength of 
Hashem!  
 
The artillery that gives us the strategic edge is our 
Emunah, our Bitachon and our Tefilos. 

י הוּא  כִּ

לְבַדּו בַעַל 

לְחָמות  מִּ
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